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still a small Trade in Fish. Their Mullet dried is the best dry Fish I ever
tasted, either in India or Europe.

The Islands off the Coast of Pegu, are the Cocoes, uninhabited, but full
of Cocoa-nut Trees. They ly about 20 Leagues West-south-west from
Cape Negmis: And the Islands Perpenes ly 36 Leagues South of the said
Cape. They are high Islands uninhabited, and so envnoned with Rocks
under Water, that there is Danger in landing on them. They seem to be
overgiown with Woods, and that is all that I could observe of them. There
is another small Island called Commoda, that lies about 10 Leagues off the
Coast of Pegu, but is not inhabited.

CHAPTER  XXXVIII

Treats o/"Merjee and Tanacerm, and of the Sea-coast m the King ofSiam's Dominions, of the
Massacre there of the English in Anno 1687. also ofQuedah, and the other manhm Countries
and Islands as fat as Malacca.

THE next Place on the Continent, to the Southward, is Menjee^ a Town
belonging to the King of Siam, situated on the Banks of the River
of Tanacenn, lying within a great Number of small uninhabited
Islands. The Harbour is safe, and the Country produces Rice, Timber
for building, Tin, Elephants, Elephants Teeth and Agala Wood, In
former Times a good Number of English free Merchants were settled at
Merjee, and drove a good Trade, living under a mild indulgent Govern-
ment; but the old East-india Company envying their Happiness, by an
arbitrary Command, ordered them to leave their Industry, and repair
to Fort St. George, to serve them, and threatned the King of Siam with a
Sea War, if he did not deliver those English up, or force them out of his
Country, and, in Anno 1687. sent one Captain Weldon in a small Ship
called the Gwtawy, to Merjee with that Message. He behaved himself very
insolently to the Government, and killed some Siamers^ without any just
Cause. One Night when Weldon was ashore, the Siamers thinking to do
themselves Justice on him, got a Company together, designing to seize or
kill the Aggressor, but Weldon having Notice of their Design, made his
Escape on board his Ship, and the Siamers missing him, tho' very narrowly,
vented their Rage and Revenge on all the English they could find. The
poor Victims being only guarded by their Innocence, did not so much
as arm themselves, to withstand the Fury of the enraged Mob, so that
seventy six were massacred, and hardly twenty escaped on board of
the Curtany; so there was the tragical Consequence of one Man's Insolence.